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Ruby presented as an 8-year old female spayed Greyhound,

weighing 23.6 kg, with osteosarcoma of the left distal femur.

Osteosarcoma is one of the more common cancers in

greyhounds, with one survey reporting that it was responsible

for 25% of deaths during the 2-year period of the survey.[1]

Approximately 85% of all bone tumors in dogs are caused by

osteosarcoma.[2] Osteosarcoma can lead to the weakening of

the affected bone and can be very painful. Limping and/or

swelling are the most common initial signs of osteosarcoma in

dogs. Greyhounds, in particular, can present with a

spontaneous pathological fracture without prior history of

lameness (1 in 5 cases).[3]
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After undergoing amputation to remove her tumor, Ruby underwent the 7-week ELIAS cancer

immunotherapy (ECI)® treatment. Ruby was rechecked quarterly for any evidence of cancer and

was confirmed cancer free as of her last checkup in March 2019. As of November 2020, Ruby has

been thriving for more than 1,400 days since her diagnosis. Her owner, who adopted Ruby as a

rescue, said, “She has more energy now than ever before. When off-leash, she will run and run and

run, chasing rabbits and birds. She’s like a puppy again.”

As an immunotherapy, ECI harnesses the dog’s own immune system to target and kill cancer cells.

Results of a single arm, 14-dog study examining ECI osteosarcoma treatment were presented at the

2018 Veterinary Cancer Society with the study researchers determining it to be well-tolerated.

Median survival time for dogs completing the osteosarcoma protocol was 415 days, exceeding

median survival historically reported for patients receiving amputation plus chemotherapy. The

potential of improved disease survival outcomes and better quality of life for cancer patients is

suggested by this data, and Ruby is a living example.

Her story: Former Greyhound racer runs with new energy as a tripod
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